KENTUCKY ASSOCIATION OF COUNTIES                   
                      LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE MEETING                  
         Monday, February 13, 2012                                   

The Kentucky Association of Counties (KACo) Legislative Committee met Monday, February 13, 2012, at 400 Englewood Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky.

Affiliate Membership present: 
Hon. John Wilson, Garrard County Judge/Executive, President, KACo

Kentucky Magistrates & Commissioners Association: Richard Tanner, Executive Director; Sam Crawford, Lobbyist; Hon. Hubert Pollett, Legislative Chair
Kentucky County Judge/Executives Association: Vince Lang, Executive Director
Kentucky County Clerks Association: William May, Executive Director 

Kentucky Circuit Court Clerks Association: Hon. David Nicholson, Jefferson Circuit Court Clerk
Kentucky Coroners Association: Hon. John Goble, Scott County Coroner 

Kentucky PVA Association: Mack Bushart, Executive Director
Kentucky Jailers Association: Brad McLean, Lobbyist
Kentucky Sheriff’s Association: Jerry Wagner, Executive Director
Kentucky County Attorneys Association: Hon. Marc Robbins, Madison County Attorney; Hon. Charlie Horton, Jefferson County Attorney’s Office 
Others present: 
Sara McGown, Louisville Metro Government
KACo staff present:  Denny Nunnelley, Executive Director; Shellie Hampton, Director of Governmental Relations; ; Hon. Larry Crigler, Litigation Manager; Hon. Tim Sturgill, General Counsel; Hon. Rich Ornstein, Staff Attorney; Roger Recktenwald, Director of Research & Planning; Scott Martin, Director of Member Services; Ellen Williams, KACo Contract Lobbyist; Renee Craddock, KACo Contract Lobbyist; and Vicki Pettus, Legislative & Research Assistant.

Chairman Wilson called the meeting to order at 11:10 a.m.  The roll was called and, with a quorum being present, the committee was duly constituted to conduct business.

Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by John Goble, to approve the minutes of the January 30, 2012, meeting as presented.  Motion carried.


Old Business:  Shellie Hampton updated members on previously reviewed bills which have moved through the legislative process.  Specifically:

·  HB 107 (allowing coroners the option of cremating unclaimed bodies). John Goble moved and Vince Lang seconded the motion to change the Committee’s position from “Under Review” to “Support.”  The motion carried.
·  HB 323 (regarding alternative funding for law libraries). Marc Robbins moved and Richard Tanner seconded the motion to change the Committee’s position from “Under Review” to “Oppose.”  The motion carried, with John Wilson abstaining.
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· SB 90 (returning unclaimed moneys from inmate accounts to local governments).  David Nicholson moved and Marc Robbins seconded the motion to change the Committee’s position from “Under Review” to “Support.”  The motion carried.
· SB 49 (which allows county judge/executives, with fiscal court approval, to appoint members to library district boards if they deem a prospective appointees list submitted to them by the Department of Libraries and Archives to be unsuitable). Vince Lang stated that this bill provides needed oversight of these boards.  He suggested that the Committee counter the strong effort being made by libraries throughout the Commonwealth to defeat the legislation. Carolyn Jones added that the library boards are the only local boards which are not appointed by fiscal courts.  It was agreed that the Committee would put together some “talking points” to use in lobbying legislators.
             Ms. Hampton updated Committee members on the constable issue, and gave them a copy of an Attorney General’s letter outlining case precedence in abolishing and/or reducing the duties of constitutionally-created offices.  HB 240, which proposes to amend the Kentucky Constitution to abolish the office, is due out of committee this week but will most likely be revised to allow for a local option to reduce the duties.  SB 30 proposes abolishing the office as well, and is also being amended.  The challenge is to reduce the duties of constable without creating an “empty shell” – which, according to the Attorney General’s office, may be legally challenged. 

New Business:  Ms. Hampton gave a brief overview of the following new bills, on which the indicated actions were taken by the Committee.  Motions carried unless otherwise noted. 
HB 4 – Support.  Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by Mack Bushart. 
HB 360 – Support.  Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by John Wilson. 

HB 363 – Support.  Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by John Goble.  
HB 371 – Strike.  Motion made by William May, seconded by Mack Bushart. 
HB 373 – Under Review.  Motion made by Jerry Wagner, seconded by Mack Bushart.  
HB 390 – Support.  Motion made by Marc Robbins, seconded by David Nicholson.
HB 393 – Under Review.  Motion made by Mack Bushart, seconded by Richard Tanner.
HCR 129 – Support.  Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by David Nicholson. 
HJR 118 – Support.  Motion made by Richard Tanner, seconded by Vince Lang. 
SB 123 – Support.  Motion made by William May, seconded by John Goble.  
SB 127 – Support.  Motion made by Vince Lang, seconded by Mack Bushart.
SB 145 – Support.  Motion made by Richard Tanner, seconded by Jerry Wagner. 

The Committee also discussed the Governor’s newly-appointed Tax Reform Commission and were given a hand-out listing the members of the Commission.   Vince Lang noted that local taxation was not made a part of the Commission’s charge and, rather than asking to have representation added to the Commission, the Committee should consider seeking legislative approval establishing a separate task force to address local taxes.  Lang suggested that the process be modeled after that used for HB 463, pulling together a small group of stakeholders to serve and taking testimony from highly qualified ‘experts’ to study the issue thoroughly.  Ms. Hampton said she would speak with the Kentucky League of Cities to see if they would be amenable to working with KACo on creating and possibly financing this task force.
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Other Business:  Marc Robbins mentioned that his organization was interested in the issue of synthetic marijuana, and requested that Ms. Hampton keep the Committee updated on any legislation regarding same.
The next meeting of the KACo Legislative Committee was scheduled for Monday, February 27, 2012, 10:30 a.m. EST, at 400 Englewood Drive, Frankfort, Kentucky.

A motion was made by Jerry Wagner, and seconded by David Nicholson, to adjourn the meeting at 12:20 p.m.  The motion carried.

Minutes taken by:  ____________________    


                                  Vicki M. Pettus

______________________________

                               




Chairman John Wilson

______________________________








Date Approved

